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This year’s English Language Arts
month has been a great success and
thoroughly enjoyed by our students at
SJUBCPS. Our months long celebration,
from the 23rd May to 17th June, has seen
our students engage in learning English
through poems and songs, tongue twisters
and game booths.

Through the use of poems and songs,
students can learn many different themes
or ideas related to their unit of study. With
the teacher’s support, students can quickly
get a general idea of a poem’s meaning
without getting discouraged if the poem is
slightly too difficult for students to engage
in. As with songs, students will be able to
challenge themselves with more difficult
language and texts than they would
normally be used to.

Using tongue twisters is an excellent
activity to improve one’s pronunciation
of words. For example, in Chinese, the
sounds for letters ‘I’ and ‘r’ are difficult
when learning English. Introducing tongue
twisters with these sounds is a fantastic
way to tackle these difficult sounds. Get
creative and create your own tongue
twister to share with friends and family!

s is leading the P.6 students ina
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Our game booths are always a
tremendous hit with our students! There’s
no better way to learn English than through
play. These activities allow the students
to practice and use the different areas
of English that they have learnt in their
lessons. There are literally hundreds of
games you can discover online to make
learning fun and engaging. Take a moment
to surf the net to discover endless fun
while learning English!
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Mr Shamu

self-introductory speaking activity.




Hi, everyone! I'd like to share with
some tips about how you can practice and
improve your English when you have no one
to speak English with.

For English learners, the most difficult
thing about learning English isn’t the new
language itself but how they think about
English. If you think in your native language
and then try to speak in English, you’ll
always have to translate between two
languages, which is very difficult even for
fluent speakers of two or more languages.
So, thinking in English is a strategy learners
can use to help improve their English. The
more you think in English, the easier it will
be to speak in English.

Another tip for improving your English
is to speak in front of a mirror. It may
sound funny but the goal of this exercise
is to watch your mouth, face and body
language as you talk. If you get stuck on
a word or you make a mistake, don’t stop
speaking! Instead, try to use other words
to help express your ideas. This way, you
will have a better understanding of words or
sentences you have trouble with.

Next, try learning word phrases and not
just words. Even though you may use the
correct vocabulary and grammar, it’s just
not how English speakers talk. For example,
you can say ‘How are you feeling today?’
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but a native speaker would say ‘How’re
you doing?’ or ‘What’s up?’ Learning more
phrases and expressions can be helpful for
sounding more natural when you speak.

Finally, a fun way to test your English
speaking is to choose a story in your native
language and try to tell that story in English.
Try to remind yourself to think in English
as you tell the story. Speak every sentence
aloud while trying to focus on fluency
instead of being grammatically correct.

Remember, even if you have nobody
to talk to in English, you can still improve
your English while building fluency and most
importantly, confidence.
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Mr Shamus is teaching reading strate
recess English Corner activities.
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